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The European Patent Office herewith transmits as an enclosure the European search report for the 
above-mentioned European patent application. 
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D Tne abstract was mocffied by the Search Division and the definitive text Is attached to this 
communication. 

The following figure will be published together with the abstract 3 



REFUND OF THE SEARCH FEE 

If applicable under Article 1 0 Rules relating to fees, a separate communication 
from the Receiving Section on the refund of the seaich fee will be sent later. 




°-">a s?m0 * 



PAGE 5(8 * RCVD AT 2/1(2005 2:39:59 PM [Eastern Standard Time) * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/3 ' DNIS:8729306 * CSID : 6 1 233433 1 2 ' DURATION (mm-ss):02-14 



02/01/2 005 13:43 FAX 6123343312 



WESTMAN CHAMPLIN & KELLY 



@006 




European Pateni 
Office 



EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 



Application Number 

EP 04 01 9338 



DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category 



Citation of document with Indication, where appropriate. 
of relevant passages 



Relevant 
to claim 



CLASSIFICATION OF THE 
APPLICATION (lm.Ct.7) 



X / 



0 



x V 



US 5 640 002 A (AMES RONALD MERLE ET AL) 
17 June 1997 (1997-06-17) 

* abstract; figures 1,4-7,15,19,27,34 * 

* column 2, line 8 - line 19 * 

* column 2, lines 35-41 * 

* column 7. lines 5-32 * 

* column 7, line 61 - last line * 

* column 11, lines 5-25 * 

* column 11, line 66 - column 12, line 7 * 

* column 21, lines 63-66 * 

* column 23, lines 16-21 * 



1-40 



G06F17/60 
G07F7/02 
G07G1/00 
G06K7/00 



US 2002/170961 Al (DICKSON MARY LOUISE 
AL) 21 November 2002 (2002-11-21) 

* abstract; figures 1,2 * 

* paragraphs '0010! - '0012! * 

* paragraphs '0016!, '0018!, '0023!* 

* paragraphs '0026! - '0029! * 

US 2003/061113 Al (SWARTZ JEROME ET AL) 
27 March 2003 (2003-03-27) 

* abstract; figures 1,2 * 
♦paragraphs '00601, '0074! * 
♦paragraphs '0093!, '0095! - '0098!, 
•0108! * 



ET 



1-40 



US 5 730 252 A (HERBINET FRANCOIS) 
24 March 1998 (1998-03-24) 

* abstract; figures 3,4 * 

* column 1, lines 38-60 * 

* column 2, lines 18-50 * 

* column 4, line 63 - column 5, line 34 * 

-/— 



1-40 



TECHNICAL FIELDS 
SEARCHED (lnt-C17) 



1-40 



The present search report has been drawn up for all claims 



G06F 
G07F 
G07G 
G06K 



The Hague 



Oslo of compJoLTDn ol tha search 

9 December 2004 



Plnheiro, T. 



CATEGORY OF CITED DOCUMENTS 



x ; particularly relevant >r late* alone 
Y : particularly relevant if c ombin ed with 

document or tne same 'category 
A : technological background 
O : non-wrillen disclosure 
P : luiermedtoie document 



T: theory or principle undcnVina Ihe Invention 
E : earlier patent document, but publbned on, or 

afterlhs filing date 
D : doi^raanLcjfedJr.ibB application 
U: document cHedior doer reasons 

4: member or the same pateni famuy, corresponding 
document 



PAGE 6/8 * RCVD AT 2/1/2005 2:39:59 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0£FXRF-1/3 * ONIS:S729306 " CSID:6123343312 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-14 



J^/01/2005 13:43 FAX 6123343312 



WESTMAN CHAMPLIN & KELLY 



@007 




European Patent 
Office 



EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 



Application Number 

EP 04 01 9833 



DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO EE RELEVANT 



Category 



Citation of document with Indication, where appropriate, 
of relevant passages 



Relevant 
to claim 



CLASSIFICATION OF THE 
APPLICATION (lntCI.7) 



US 5 565 858 A (GUTHRIE WARREN E) 
15 October 1996 (1996-10-15) 

* abstract; figures 3a, 3b, 11 * 

* column 3, lines 29-32 * 

* column 4 7 lines 1-22 * 

* column 6, lines 8-2 * 

* column 7 r line 3 - line 14 * 



1-40 



TECHNICAL FIELDS 
SEARCHED (lnLCI.7) 





Dmo of GcmpJotfon of &ia aourcb 


&amrnor 


The Hague 


9 December 2004 


Pinheiro, T. 



The present search report has been drawn up far a0 claims 



CATEGORY Of Crn-D DOCUMENTS 

X : particularly relevant if taken along 

Y : particularly relevant if combined wttn another 

dccumsnt or the same category 
A r tacnrroietf Cottac^rouhd 
O : non-wttten disclosure 
P : inlermadiata documenr 



T : ineory or prfncipte underlying the Inversion * 
E : earlier patent document, but published on. or 

after the riling date 
D : document ciled in tne application 
L idocumehrcittfdWotn^fcWrie 



& : memoer or trie same patent family, co responding 
documeni 



PAGE M * RCVD AT 211/2005 2:39:59 PM (Eastern Standard Time] * SVIfcUSPTO-EFXRM/J * DNIS:8729306 ' CSID:6123343312 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-14 



02/01 /2 005 13:4 3 FAX 6123343312 



WESTMAN CHAMPLIN & KELLY 



@00S 



ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT 

ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO. EP 04 01 9838 



This annex Dsts the patent family members rebating to the patent documents cited in the above-mentioned European search report. 
The members are as contained in the European Patent Oftlca edp rig on 

The European Patent Office is In no way liable for these particulars which are merely given for the purpose of Information. 

09-12-2004 



Patent document 




Publication 




Patent family 


Publication 


died In saarcn report 




data 




member(s) 


date 


US 5640002 


A 


17-06-1997 


NONE 






US 2002170961 


Al 


21-11-2002 


NONE 






US 2003061113 


Al 


27-03-2003 


US 


6640214 Bl 


28-10-2003 








US 


6101483 A 


08-08-2000 


US 5730252 


A 


24-03-1998 


FR 


2730980 Al 


30-08-1996 








CA 


2169237 Al 


28-08-1996 








EP 


0728687 Al 


28-08-1996 


US 5565858 


A 


15-10-1996 


GB 


2307370 A ,8 


21-05-1997 








JP 


10506357 T 


23-06-1998 








M0 


9608760 Al 


21-03-1996 



i For more details about this annex :see Official Journal of the European patent Office, No. 12/82 



PAGE 8/8 * RCVD AT 2/1/2005 2:39:59 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1f3 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:6123343312 « DURATION (mm-ss):02-14 



